RFP794

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
ARC Federal Public Affairs Services

. PURPOSE

The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC), an instrumentality of the State of Georgia with its office
located at 229 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 100, Atlanta, Georgia 30303, is seeking proposals from
firms experienced in federal public affairs services as outlined below. The vendor(s) will provide all
equipment, personnel, expertise, facilities, financial resources, and management for this service.
All proposals shall be presented in a unit price for hourly labor and shall contain any other
information requested herein. Professional services would be provided to ARC for a period
beginning March 8, 2027, through September 30, 2028, with an option to renew for up to two (2)
terms of two years each. Selected vendors should be prepared to sign a standard ARC contract for
services which contains required federal and state clauses. A copy of this boilerplate language is
attached. This RFP may result in multiple awards with the right reserved to grant all or part of this
project to one or more firms. If multiple firms are selected to provide specific services, those
services will be contractually delegated to that firm. It is also permissible to firms to collaborate
on submissions to cover multiple points on the political spectrum as the services needed are not
relegated to one policy area only. Additionally, firms shall work with the ARC government affairs
staff as directed.

Il.  ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

The timetable for this RFP is presented below:

Activity Target Date (All times are EST)

Issue Request for Proposal

October 29, 2026

Technical Questions Due

November 10, 2026 (Noon)

Responses to Technical Questions

November 13, 2026, Responses will be

posted to the ARC website.
December 6, 2026 (7 PM)
March 8, 2027

Proposals Due
Services to begin

. APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY

Individuals and organizations, whether for-profit or not-for-profit, having the appropriate
experience and specific expertise necessary to carry out the duties and responsibilities outlined
below are eligible. All proposers must have demonstrated similar project experience to be eligible
for consideration. The Atlanta Regional Commission reserves the right to check all references
furnished and consider the responses received in evaluating the proposals. We are seeking to
collaborate with an organization who has an outstanding track record of reliability and stellar
customer service.



At a minimum, but not limited to, the selected firm will be required to adhere to the
following:

e Required Certificates of Insurance
e Assurance of Compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
e Completion of Debarment and E-Verify forms.

IV. INSTRUCTIONS

Additional information should not be required to respond to this RFP. However, all questions
concerning this RFP must be submitted electronically through the procurement website by 3:00
PM EST on Tuesday, November 10, 2026. Question submitted after this deadline or through any
other means will not be considered.

To ensure fairness and transparency, respondents are prohibited from contacting any ARC staff,
board members, or consultants regarding this solicitation outside of the formal Q & A process.
Official responses to all timely submitted questions will be posted on the procurement website as
a written addendum by 5:00 PM EST on Friday, November 13, 2026. Only written responses issued
through the website shall be considered official and binding.

It is the responsibility of each respondent to regularly check the procurement website for addenda,
clarifications, and updates. Failure to review posted addenda shall not relieve a respondent from
compliance with any requirements of the RFP.

Proposal Deadline

Electronic Submission Requirements

All proposals must be submitted electronically through the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC)
procurement website. Proposal submitted by any other method (including email, mail, fax, or hand
delivery) may not be accepted unless specified in the solicitation document.

Respondents must complete the two-step registration process (initial registration and application
completion) on the ARC procurement website to access the solicitation and submit a proposal. It is
the responsibility of the respondent to ensure successful registration and timely submission.
Proposals must be received no later than Monday, December 7, 2026, at 5:00 PM EST. The
procurement system will automatically record the date and submission. Late proposals will not be
accepted under any circumstances.

The Respondent(s) is solely responsible for:

¢ Uploading all required documents;



¢ Verifying that files are complete, readable, and properly labeled; and
¢ Ensuring submission is finalized prior to the deadline.
¢ Only one proposal containing all required information may be uploaded per responder.

ARC is not responsible for technical difficulties, internet outages, user errors, or system delays
experienced by the respondent. Respondents are strongly encouraged to submit proposals well in
advance of the deadline.

Upon successful submission, the system will provide email confirmation. This confirmation serves
as proof of receipt.

Proposal evaluation will focus initially on the written proposals. Should it be determined that
interviews are required, a “short-list” of firms will be selected from the proposals received. ARC
offices are currently closed. Any interview, if necessary, would take place in a virtual environment.
ARC reserves the right to award this contract based on initial proposals received without formal
interviews. ARC also reserves the right to negotiate the final scope and budget with the selected
firm. ARC reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to request additional information from
all proposers, and to waive any informalities during the RFP process. ARC may make such
investigations as deemed necessary to ensure that the companies have the requisite experience,
skills, and resources to serve the needs of the agency throughout the term of the contract including
contacting all listed references. In all cases, the needs and requirements of ARC will be considered
first.

Interested firms should submit a proposal that addresses the requirements listed below and the
Scope of Services in Exhibit A. Firms should provide a detailed breakdown of the proposed pricing
following the general formats provided in Exhibits B-1. Another comparable budget format
providing the necessary financial information may be used if B-1 does not suit the purpose.

Proposals must include the following to be considered responsive:

1. Name of lead firm and any sub-contractors.

2. Point of contact (name, title, phone number, mailing address, and email address) at lead
firm.

3. A detailed narrative demonstrating the firm’s understanding of ARC and its work.

4. Information showing experience, demonstrated competence, and qualifications of the firm.

5. Description of experience with public agency clients.

6. Budget in the format of Exhibits B-1.

7. The most recent firm audit and any ongoing or settled findings.

8. Areview of any potential conflicts with proposals to resolve those conflicts included.

9. List of any litigation in the past five years against the firm, for which the firm is the primary

defendant.
10. Any other pertinent information, including any other essential costs or materials required.



Ownership of all data, materials and documentation prepared for and submitted to ARC in
response to the RFP shall belong exclusively to ARC and will be considered a record prepared and
maintained or received in the course of operations of a public office or agency and subject to public
inspection in accordance with the Georgia Open Records Act, Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
Section 50-18-70, et. seq., unless otherwise provided by law. Any confidential information in the
proposal must be marked as such to be withheld from open records.

ARC encourages participation of Minority Owned Business Enterprises (MBE), Women'’s Business
Enterprises (WBE), Small Business Enterprises (SBE) and Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE)
businesses in its procurement opportunities. Our procurement policy and outreach efforts ensure
that these businesses have equal opportunity to compete for and do business with the agency. We
continuously seek to identify qualified MBEs, WBEs, SBEs and DBEs. If you qualify as one of those
types of business, please identify yourself as such in the proposal.

V. EVALUATION CRITERIA

The review of written proposals will be based on the following evaluation criteria, with the relative
weights in parentheses:

Understanding of the Atlanta Regional Commission and its work (25%)

Understanding of the Atlanta Regional Commission’s major strategic challenges (25%)
Related experience, strength of qualifications, versatility in subject matter expertise (25%)
Budget (15%)

References of the firm or project team (10%)

A



ATTACHMENT A
SCOPE OF SERVICES

General: The work to be accomplished by the firm or firms selected is in support of the
following ARC Cost Center:

Cost Center No. Cost Center Title
723AN ARC GF

The work to be accomplished by the Consultant selected will be charged to the applicable ARC
work program component. Federal Public Affairs work will be overseen by and charged to the
Government Affairs and Policy Group within the Office of Legal and External Affairs.

This work shall be performed between March 8, 2027, and September 30, 2028. There shall
be two extensions of two years each available.

Background: The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) is the statutorily created Regional
Commission and Metropolitan Area Planning and Development Commission for the 11-
county Atlanta region. Since 1947, ARC and its predecessor agencies have helped focus
the region’s leadership, attention, and resources on critical issues.

The agency serves as a regional convener, bringing diverse stakeholders to the table to address
important issues facing Metro Atlanta. ARC is federally designated as the Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO), Area Agency on Aging (AAA), Atlanta Regional Workforce
Development Board, Economic Development District (EDD), and Urban Area Security Initiative
(UASI) administrator. ARC also provides staffing to the state-level Metropolitan North Georgia
Water Planning District (MNGWPD).

ARC’s member governments are Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Forsyth,
Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry, and Rockdale counties and the city of Atlanta. The various regional
designations may include different local jurisdictions.

Purpose: ARC manages multiple policy-oriented relationships across all levels of
government. The agency is a trusted institution in Metro Atlanta, routinely convening the
region’s leaders and engaging them about issues important to the region’s overall
wellbeing, such as population forecasts and economic trends.

In addition, ARC engages policymakers in several specific areas tied to its operations, including
transportation and land use planning, aging and independence services, workforce
development, economic competitiveness, natural resources, and homeland security. ARC
values maintaining existing relationships, building new connections, and using data and
messaging to foster thoughtful policy.


https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/cherokee-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/clayton-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/cobb-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/dekalb-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/douglas-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/fayette-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/fulton-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/gwinnett-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/henry-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/rockdale-county/
https://atlantaregional.org/atlanta-region/county-profiles/city-of-atlanta/

To accomplish these goals, ARC’s Government Affairs and Policy (GAP) Group provides reliable
information, analysis, and outreach that educates leaders and enhances the agency’s
reputation as an authoritative resource for sound policymaking. GAP seeks a qualified firm or
firms (referred hereafter as the Consultant) to assist this sophisticated operation at the federal
level.

Work and Services: The Consultant shall personally perform, in a satisfactory and proper
manner as determined by ARC, the following work and services:

A. In General: Develop and execute annual strategic recommendations reflecting legislative,
executive, judicial, and political dynamics, such as the congressional calendar for
reauthorizations and appropriations, congressional and administration priorities, and
interbranch relations, and identify ways for ARC to meet institutional needs while
meaningfully contributing to government partners.

B. Scopes of Work:

1. Strategic Consulting, Education, and Outreach

The Consultant shall:

e Facilitate and suggest specific actions for the agency to take to facilitate
educational outreach both in Congress and within the executive branch, including
coordinating meetings with select congressional offices or agencies, coordinating
and preparing testimony before committees and subcommittees, and arranging
periodic briefing meetings for the agency’s government affairs staff and, if
necessary, senior leadership;

e Assist ARC staff in preparing strategy for engagement with congressional offices or
executive branch officials;

e Advise ARC during major federal reauthorizations (e.g. surface transportation,
Older Americans Act, workforce programs) about strategic positioning and policy;

e Develop strategies to deal with issues affecting ARC operational programming that
may arise from actions taken by the federal government;

e Advise ARC on maintaining necessary liaisons with members of the Georgia
congressional delegation and other key congressional members to keep the public
informed on work of the agency; and

e Assist ARC with development of informational briefing materials for members
of the Georgia congressional delegation, federal agency officials, and others as
necessary.



2. legislative Reporting

The Consultant shall:

e Monitor and report the actions of the United States House of Representatives
and the United States Senate, particularly related to annual appropriations bills
and major federal reauthorization bills relevant to the agency;

e Specifically monitor the activities of certain committees of jurisdiction

including:

o Inthe House of Representatives, the Committees on—

Appropriations;

the Budget;

Education and the Workforce;
Homeland Security;

Natural Resources; and
Transportation and Infrastructure; and

o In the Senate, the Committees on—

Aging;

Appropriations;

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs;

the Budget;

Commerce;

the Environment and Public Works;

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions; and
Homeland Security and Government Affairs; and

e Provide timely analysis of major bills at the direction of the Senior Policy
Advisor, Federal Affairs.

3. Executive Reporting

The Consultant shall:

e Monitor and report the actions of relevant federal agencies that may affect ARC
operational programming, including the —

= Department of Commerce;

= Department of Health and Human Services;
= Department of Homeland Security;

= Department of Labor;

= Department of Transportation;

= Environmental Protection Agency;

= Office of Management and Budget; and



= U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; and

e Monitor and report to ARC about the issuance of any new rulemaking,
executive orders, agency orders and guidance, presidential actions, or related
item that may affect ARC operational programming.

4. Judicial Reporting

The Consultant shall:
e Monitor and report on all relevant federal litigation that may affect ARC,

including—
= Litigation involving both existing and subsequent executive orders or
actions;

= Litigation involving federal agency rule making; and
= Litigation involving reauthorizations relevant to ARC.

5. General Expectations

The Consultant shall:

e Provide timely updates via email or phone to the Senior Policy Advisor, Federal
Affairs or his/her designee about developments at the federal level, including
legislation, regulations, executive orders, federal judicial decisions;

e Attend a virtual meeting at least once per month to inform the Senior Policy
Advisor, Federal Affairs and other ARC personnel to provide updates about the
current status of relevant activities;

e Provide a written report to the Senior Policy Advisor, Federal Affairs or his/her
designee on at least a monthly basis containing, at a minimum, a summary of
the progress for activities as outlined above, a summary of all meetings and
discussions held on ARC's behalf, and the status of federal political, policy, and
regulatory issues which may affect the agency;

e Attend, within the first 90 days of the contract, an orientation session in Atlanta
to meet with ARC personnel and learn more about the various operating
departments;

e Participate in an in-person strategic planning session at least once per year in
Atlanta at the direction of the Senior Policy Advisor, Federal Affairs or his/her
designee;



e Prepare a written review of the preceding year’s activities and a written plan
for the upcoming year’s activities and strategies for ARC executive leadership;

and

e Collaborate as necessary or requested with other ARC consultants in pursuit of
agency goals.



EXHIBITB
COMPENSATION AND METHOD OF PAYMENT

Compensation- For the provision of such public affairs work, the Firm shall be paid on a
monthly basis as listed on Exhibit B-1. The nature of this work is such that demand is ongoing
and not appropriate for hourly rates or fee structures. Such costs shall include the Firm's
overhead and profit and all direct costs incurred in connection with the provision of such
services.

Method of Payment - The Firm shall be paid monthly for the services performed to ARC's
satisfaction hereunder. The Firm shall, within ten (10) days of the end of each month, submit
to ARC an itemized statement of the services performed during such month and the
compensation to be received therefor. ARC shall, subject to its audit and review of same,
promptly pay the amount due for such services.

10



EXHIBIT B-1

Proposed Project Budget

1. Direct Labor
(List by position all professional personnel participating
in project)

Total Direct Labor

2. Overhead Cost

(OMB circulators A-87 and A-122)
(Overhead percentage rate) X (Total Direct Labor)
Total Overhead

3. Other Direct Costs

(List other items and basis for computing cost for each.
Examples include computer services, equipment, etc.)
Total Other Direct Costs

4. Subcontracts

(For each, list identity, purpose, and rate)
Total Subcontracts

5. Profit (Percentage rate X basis)

Total Profit
Total Estimated Cost and Profit

Total Est. Cost

W n

11



EXHIBIT C
Required Forms

12
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CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, INELIGIBILITY
AND VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION - LOWER TIER COVERED TRANSACTIONS AND LOBBYING

DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, INELIGIBILITY AND VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION- LOWER TIER COVERED
TRANSACTIONS

The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into, it
shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is proposed for debarmenl under 49 CFR Part 29,
debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the
department or agency with which this transaction originated.

The terms “covered transaction”, “debarred", “suspended”, “ineligible", “lower-tier covered transaction”, “participant”, “person”, “primary
covered transaction”, “principal”, “proposal”, and “voluntarily excluded", as used in this clause have the meaning set forth in the Definitions
and Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive Order 12549.

The prospective lower tier participant certifies that, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor its principals is presently debarred,
suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal
department or agency.

Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of its statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall
attach an explanation to this proposal.

LOBBYING

As required by Section 1352, Title 31 of the U.S. Code (as implemented at 49 CFR Part 20), the applicant certifies that to the best of his
or her knowledge and belief that:

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an
employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the
making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or
modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to
influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a
Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete
and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers
(including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall
certify and disclose accordingly.

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into.
Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U.S. Code.
Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000
for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance
The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any persons for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment
providing for the United States to insure or guarantee a loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure
Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.

Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U.S. Code.
Any person who fails to file the required statement shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000
for each such failure.

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, | hereby certify that the applicant will comply with the above applicable
certification(s).

NAME OF APPLICANT AWARD NUMBER and/or PROJECT NAME

PRINTED NAME OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE DATE
REV ARC 05/08

- i
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GEORGIA SECURITY AND IMMIGRATION COMPLIANCE ACT AFFIDAVIT
CONTRACTOR AFFIDAVIT

By executing this affidavit, the undersigned person or entity verifies its compliance
with O.C.G.A. §13-10-91, stating affirmatively that the individual, firm or entity which is engaged
in the physical performance of services under a contract with the Atlanta Regional Commission
has registered with and is participating in a federal work authorization program, in accordance
with the applicability provisions and deadlines established in O.C.G.A. 13-10-91.

The undersigned person or entity further agrees that it will continue to use the federal
work authorization program throughout the contract period, and it will contract for the physical
performance of services in satisfaction of such contract only with subcontractors who present an
affidavit to the undersigned with the information required by 0.C.G.A. 13-10-91(b).

The undersigned person or entity further agrees to maintain records of such compliance
and provide a copy of each such verification to the Atlanta Regional Commission within five (5)
business days after any subcontractor is retained to perform such service.

EEV / E-Verify™ Company Identification Number

Company Name

Signature of Authorized Officer or Agent

Title of Authorized Officer or Agent

Printed Name of Authorized Officer or Agent

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN
BEFORE ME ON THIS THE

DAY OF , 20

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

Date of Authorization

[NOTARY SEAL]

14



CONTRACTOR/VENDOR INFORMATION

Legal name & address
of entity:

If different from above-

Legal name of Payee:
Payment Address:

(If additional addresses are needed, identify each and its purpose on the reverse of this page.)

Legal entity status (please mark all that apply):

Corporation/C-Corp LLC/S-Corp LLC D_I ndividual/Sole-Proprietor/Single Member LLC
Government: Federal/State/Local/Authority

Partnership/LLC Partnership/LLP

Other: (describe)

Non-Profit: 501(c)(3)/501(c)(4)

(Federal) Employer Identification Number:

OR
Social Security Number (for an individual):

Is this contractor/vendor an attorney/law firm? YES NO

Is this contractor/vendor debarred, suspended, ineligible or excluded from participation in federally funded
projects? YESD_ NO

E-verify Status: ':l Registered: E-verify Number DUNS Number
Not Registered

Is this contractor/vendor a:
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise under 49 CFR Part 26? YES| | NoO|

Minority or Women Business Enterprise under 49 CFR Part 23? YES [] No

Attach a copy of current certification(s).

Is this contractor/vendor a Non-federal entity that expends $750,000 or more in a year in Federal

awards? YEs[_] No
If so, attach a copy of most recent single or program-specific audit conducted in accordance with the

provisions of OMB Circular A-133.

Certified true and correct:

Signature:

Name:

Date:

Title:

10/16
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EXHIBIT D
SAMPLE FORM OF AGREEMENT

CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

THIS AGREEMENT, entered into as of this day of ,20
of Atlanta, Georgia (hereinafter referred to as the "Consul
REGIONAL COMMISSION (hereinafter referred to as "ARC").

WITNESSETH THAT:

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises 3
contained, the parties hereto agree as follows:

1. Engagement of the Consultant. ARC hereby ag
hereby agrees to perform the services herginafter
herein.

2. Scope of Services. The Consultant shall
as determined by ARC, the work and servi
and made a part hereof.

in Attachment "A" which is attached hereto

3. Time of Performance. The s are to commence immediately upon execution of
this agreement. Work and servi and pursued in such sequence as to assure their
tachment "A." All work and services required

this agreement as set A ; B" which is attached hereto and made part hereof.
Compensation for wo ices in the performance of this contract shall not exceed

¢ of the work or services to be performed under this agreement by the
agted without the prior written approval of ARC's Executive Director or

h approval is requested, all subcontract documents shall be submitted to

or his authorized agent, for his review and approval prior to the execution of

, if requested by ARC's Executive Director or his authorized agent, the

¢ ARC with such documentation as ARC's Executive Director shall require,

regarding the 0d the Consultant used in selecting its subcontractor. The Consultant acknowledges

that if work or services to be performed under this agreement is financed solely or partially with

federal funds, the selection of subcontractors is governed by regulations requiring competition between

potential subcontractors or adequate justification for sole source selection. The Consultant agrees to

abide by such regulations in its selection procedure.

16



10.

11.

12.

13.

Prompt Payment and Retainage. The prime contractor agrees to pay each subcontractor under this
prime contract for satisfactory performance of its contract no later than 30 days from the receipt of
each payment the prime contract receives from ARC. The prime contractor agrees further to return
retainage payments to each subcontractor within 30 days after the subcontractor’s work is satisfactorily
completed. Any delay or postponement of payment from the above referenced time frame may occur
only for good cause following written approval of ARC.

Any contractor found not to be in compliance with this clause will be consi i of contract
and any further payments will be withheld until corrective action is tak
corrective action, contractor may be subject to contract termination.

Assignability. The Consultant shall not assign, sublet or transfer all or any porti its 1 t in this
agreement without the prior written approval of ARC.

nify ARC, its officers, directors, and
employees form and against losses, reason costs, that may be based on any injury

All formal comm ment shall be in writing between the person executing
this agreement o utor) and ARC's Executive Director. However, the
Consultant executor irector shall each have the right to designate in writing to
the other an agent to regarding this agreement. Any restrictions to such

ned in the written designation.

e Director hereby designates the as his
act only, except for Amendments and Terminations.

all furnish ARC with narrative progress reports, in such form and frequency
C's Executive Director or his authorized agent, outlining the work
percentage hich has been completed.

Financial Reports. In addition to other records required by this contract, the Consultant agrees to

provide to ARC such additional financial reports in such form and frequency as ARC may require in
order to meet ARC's requirements for reporting to the Concerned Funding Agencies.

17



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Program Fraud and False or Fraudulent Statements or Related Acts. The Consultant acknowledges that
the provisions of the Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 1986, as amended, 31 U.S.C. § § 3801 et
seq. apply to its actions pertaining to this Project. Upon execution of the underlying contract, the
Consultant certifies or affirms the truthfulness and accuracy of any statement it has made, it makes, it
may make, or causes to be made, pertaining to the underlying project for which this contract work is
being performed. In addition to other penalties that may be applicable, the Co

designated representatives of ARC and the Concerned Fu e to review
the work and services performed. The Consultant shall be gi i ce of such
meetings.

Inspections. Authorized representatives of ARC a ncies may at all

representatives of ARC and the Conce
reasonable times in the Consultant's off
acceptance of such material shall not rel
its expense, any errors found in the work
or incomplete information provided by AR

es for inspection and review at all
gmally accumulated. Approval and
its professional obligation to correct, at

Maintenance of Cost Reco
records and other evidence pe
available at all reasonable times

maintain all books, documents, papers, accounting
d on the Project and shall make such material

funds, the Compt ' ' i ates, or any of their duly authorized representatives.
The Consultant sha of this paragraph in any subcontract executed in
connection with this

, absent the express written consent by the Federal Government, the
arty to this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations or

sultant, or any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining
the underlying contract.

constitute the ultant or any of its employees, servants, agents or subcontractors as a partner,
employee, servant, or agent of ARC, nor shall either party to this agreement have any authority to bind
the other in any respect, it being intended that each shall remain an independent Consultant.

Consultant's Personnel. The Consultant represents that it has, or will secure at its own expense, all
personnel required to perform the services under this agreement. Such personnel shall not be

18



21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

employees of ARC, nor shall such personnel have been employees of ARC during any time within the
twelve-month period immediately prior to the date of this agreement, except with the express prior
written consent of ARC. Further, the Consultant agrees that no such former ARC employees shall be
involved in any way with the performance of this agreement, without the express prior written
approval of ARC.

agents, employees or Consultants, presently has an interest,
indirect, which would conflict in any manner or degree wi hereunder,

ant's service

hereunder in an impartial and unbiased manner. The Coxn t in the
performance of this agreement no person having a d by the Consultant
as an agent, Consultant or otherwise. If the Cons action which may
constitute a violation of this paragraph, the Con he advice of ARC, and
if ARC notifies the Consultant in writing tha ontemplated action will not constitute a
violation hereof, then the Consultant shall be authoni e such action without being in violation

of this paragraph.

Interest of Members of ARC and Others? ) employee of ARC, and no public
official of any local government which is the project, who exercises any
function or responsibilities in the review or e project or any component part thereof,
shall participate in any decisi ich affects his or her personal interests or
the interest of any corporati i iation 1n which he or she is directly, or indirectly,
interested; nor shall any such loyee of ARC, or public official of any local
government affected by the proje irect or indirect, in this agreement or the

proceeds arising therefrom.

gate to the Congress of the United States of America,
resident commissio ' ited States Government, shall be admitted to any share or

ditions of the Grant Contract between ARC and the Concerned

ant Contract is on file in the offices of ARC and is hereby made a part
¢ same were attached hereto. ARC will notify the Consultant in
hanges within a reasonable time after ARC has received appropriate notice
oncerned Funding Agencies.

but is not limitedto, writings, sound recordings, photographs, films, videotapes, computer
programming or code, or other graphic representations and works of a similar nature. ARC and the
Concerned Funding Agencies shall have the right to use same without restriction or limitation and
without compensation to the Consultant other than as provided in this agreement. The Consultant
acknowledges that matters regarding rights to inventions and materials generated by or arising out of
this agreement may be subject to certain regulations issued by the Concerned Funding Agencies.
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27.

28.

29.

Data and Software Licensing. During performance of the work covered by this Agreement ARC may
provide certain data or software products, such as aerial photography or commercially available
planning data and software, to the Consultant that have been obtained from various sources under
specific licensing agreements. The Consultant acknowledges that any data or software that ARC may
provide hereunder is provided as a non-exclusive, non-transferable, limited lic for the Consultant
or its Sub-consultants to use the data or software for the work covered by thi reement only. The
Consultant shall not redistribute, republish or otherwise make this data or i
party not covered by this Agreement. The Consultant or any Sub-cons
software for any work not covered by this Agreement. The Consultan
completion of the project covered by this Agreement all data and softwar
returned to ARC and all copies of the data or software residing on the Consu
computer systems will be removed.

Publicity. Articles, papers, bulletins, reports or other mate i , analysis or

results and findings of the work conducted under this agreem or published
without first submitting the same to ARC for review and ion shall be made
until comments have been received from ARC rega i i wever, if such
comments have not been received by the Consult fter such submission,

it shall be presumed that ARC has no objectio
disagreements regarding such material shall

Assurances. The Consultant hereby ass
regulations, policies, guidelines and re
Part 200, “Uniform Administrative Req
Federal Awards,” 48 CFR 31, “Contract Procedures,” Executive Order 12372,

at it will comply with the appropriate
gable), including, but not limited to, 2 CFR

Nos. A 21, “Cost Principles

Governments and Non-Pro er requirements imposed by ARC or the

Concerned Funding Agencies i ts of law or project matters as expressly made
applicable by ARC herein, as th ation, acceptance, use and audit of federal funds
for this federally assisted project. Fo s of fiscal years beginning on or after December 26, 2014,
the provisions of B circular A133. A nonfederal entity that expends

$750,000 or more\imicde d i 1scal year must have a single or program-specific audit
conducted for that 3t gives assurance and certifies with respect to this
agreement that:

y to apply for this agreement, and, if appropriate, to finance and
sed'facilities; and, any required resolution, motion or similar action has

r passed as an official act of the Consultant's governing body; that proper
for the filing of the application, including all understandings and assurances

formation as may be required, and, upon ARC approval of its application, that the
person identified as the official representative of the Consultant is authorized to execute an
agreement incorporating the terms of its application.
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ii.

iii.

Vil.

It understands that the phrase "federal financial assistance" includes any form of loan, grant,
guaranty, insurance payment, rebate, subsidy, disaster assistance loan or grant, or any other
form of direct or indirect federal assistance.

It will comply with Title VI of the Civil Right Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352 and 42 USC 2000d)
and in accordance with Title VI of that Act, no person in the United St all, on the ground
of age, handicap, religion, creed or belief, political affiliation, sex, ra olor, or national

consideration for employment withou
political affiliation, race, color, sex or
against any quahﬁed chent or TeCi

dlcap, religion, creed or belief,

he Consultant shall not discriminate
provided through this agreement on the basis
iliation, race, color, sex or national origin.
The Consultant shall cause foreg isi luded in all subcontracts for any work

The Consultant shall ch reports concerning the racial and
ethnic origin of app

It will cooperate with ARC in assisting the Concerned Funding Agencies in this compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C.
470), Executive Order 11593, and the Archeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16
U.S.C. 469a-1 et set.) by (a) consulting, through ARC, with the State Historic Preservation
Officer on the conduct of investigations, as necessary, to identify properties listed in or eligible
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for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places that are subject to adverse effects (see
36 CFR Part 800.8) by the activity, and notifying, through ARC, the Concerned Funding
Agencies of the existence of any such properties, and by (b) complying with all requirements
established by ARC or the Concerned Funding Agencies to avoid or mitigate adverse effects
upon such properties.

viii. For agreements not involving federal financial assistance for constru , it will insure that the
facilities under its ownership, lease or supervision which shall be
accomplishment of the Project are not listed on the Environmen i s (EPA)
list of Violating Facilities and that it will notify the Concerned i
ARC, of the receipt of any communication from the Director of th
Activities indicting that a facility to be used in the project is under con

EPA.

ix. It will comply with Executive Order 11246, entitle
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as suppleme
regulations (41 CFR Part 60).

x. The Consultant agrees that throughout the i ill remain in full
compliance with all federal and state i i cluding butWot limited to provisions
8 USC 1324a and O.C.G.A. § 13-10-9 re i g unlawful employment of unauthorized
aliens and verification of lawful presen §
ensure that only persons who are giti
authorized under federal immi
or any subcontract hereunder.

s of the United States or non-citizens
pyed to perform services under this contract

Xi. tandards and policies relating to energy

adverse action against any employee or any
o report a violation(s) regarding applicable immigration

the provisions of Executive Order 11296, relating to evaluation of flood
ive Order 11288, relating to the prevention, control, and abatement of water

ii. ¢ the facility to be designed to comply with the "American Standard Specifications
for Making Buildings and Facilities Accessible to and Usable by, the Physically Handicapped,"
Number A117 1-1961, as modified (41 CFR 101 - 17.703). The Consultant will be responsible

for conducting inspections to ensure compliance by the Consultant with these specifications.
c. For agreements exceeding $ 100,000.00 in federal financial assistance:
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30. Certifications.

31.

32.

33.

i. It will comply with all applicable standards, orders, or requirements issued under section 306 of
the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 1857 (h), section 508 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1368),
Executive Order 11738, and Environmental Protection Agency regulations (40 CFR Part 15).

a. Prohibition Against Use of Funds to Influence Legislation (Lobbyin
this agreement shall be used to pay the salary or expenses of any C
the Consultant, to engage in any activity designed to influence leg
pending before the Congress as stated in 49 CFR 20.

b. Debarment and Suspension. The Consultant agrees to comply with the nonpr arment
and suspension rules in 49 CFR 29.

Termination for Mutual Convenience.
or in part when both parties agree that

ant may terminate this agreement in whole
e project would not produce beneficial

of partial termination, the portion to be term . onsultant shall not incur new obligations for
the terminated portion after t
ligation to determine its eligibility for inclusion in
project costs. Settlement will with the terms and conditions of this agreement.

ate this agreement, in whole or in part, at any time by
giving written noti h termination and specifying the effective date thereof, at

tant up to and including the effective date of such termination, as
."WThe Consultant shall not incur new obligations for the terminated

ate and shall cancel as many outstanding obligations as possible. ARC shall
le obligation to determine its eligibility for inclusion in project costs.

to fulfill in a and proper manner its obligations under this agreement, or if the Consultant has or
shall violate any of the covenants, agreements, representations or stipulations of this agreement, ARC
shall thereupon have the right to terminate this agreement by giving written notice to the Consultant of
such termination and specifying the effective date thereof, at least five days before the effective date of
such termination. In such event, all information and materials collected or produced under this
agreement and/or used in the performance of the scope of services shall, at the option of ARC, become
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34.

35.

36.

its property. The Consultant shall be entitled to receive just and equitable compensation for any
satisfactory work completed under the Scope of Service up to and including the effective date of
termination as authorized in Attachment "B." Notwithstanding the foregoing to the extent provided by
law, the Consultant shall not be relieved of liability to ARC for damages sustained by ARC by virtue
of any breach of this agreement by the Consultant and ARC may withhold any payments to the
Consultant for the purpose of set-off for damages caused by the Consultant's b, , until such time as
the exact amount of damages to ARC from the Consultant is determined.

Termination Due to Non-Availability of Funds. Notwithstanding any ot
agreement, in the event that any of the funds for carrying out the func
relates do not become available, then, upon written notice to the Consulta
immediately terminated without further obligation of ARC.

suspend financial assistance for this project. Consequently. reserves the same right tegarding this
agreement. Such suspension would cause the withholding o
Consultant from incurring additional obligations during iod. er, unless

Disputes and Appeals Any dispute concerni i t arising either from a Consultant or
subgrant selection decision, or under a Consulta C contract, once executed, shall be
decided by the cognizant Center Directo C )ry consultation with all appropriate ARC

el, etc.), shall promptly reduce such

disputing party (i.e., as appropriate, either: proposer; or the Consultant or
subgrantee). The Center Director shall con advise the disputing party, in writing, of the
provisions outlined herein be i i rty's right to appeal the decision to the
ARC Executive Director. ents shall also be furnished to the Director of
Business Services.

final and conclusive unless, within ten (10) calendar days
of receipt of such e ing party mails or otherwise furnishes a written appeal
concerning the qu g cutive Director, who shall arrange a formal hearing
within twenty (20) ¢ ipt of such appeal. Both the appealing party and the
cognizant Center Dir8 ) d no less than five (5) calendar days in advance of the

to present witnesses and give evidence concerning the question of fact

cognizant grantor agency or agencies, or the Comptroller General of the
of competent jurisdiction to have been arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of

Pending final decision of an appeal to the Executive Director under a Consultant or subgrant contract
already executed, the Consultant or subgrantee shall proceed diligently with the performance of the
contract and in accordance with the cognizant Center Director's decision.
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37.

Nothing in the foregoing shall be construed as making final the decisions of the cognizant Center
Director or the Executive Director as such decision relate to question of law.

ed in the State of
e laws of Georgia.

Applicable Law. This agreement shall be deemed to have been executed and p
Georgia. All questions of interpretation and construction shall be construed

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Consultant and ARC have executed this
first above written.

ATTEST

ATTEST NTA REGIONAL COMMISSION

Assistant Secretary

hairman
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